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To Sizewell C case Team,
Please find letter concerning the proposed SZC  and the Suffolk Coastline from
Southwold to Aldeburgh.  Also leaflets of the current situation at Thorpness.  
The sea defences proposed for Sizewell C over the many years during which thy will be
needed, will I am sure expose the rest of the coast to greater and further  erosion. 

Thank you 

Yours Sincerely
Joan Girling   No 20026021
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From Joan Girling  IP 20026021 
 
To Planning Inspectorate and the Examining Authority  
RE Sizewell C  DCO  
 
Dear Inspectors, 
I have lived in Leiston –cum –Sizewell for almost 60 years. I have known the East 
Suffolk Coast all my life, and just remember the 1953 floods when so much damage 
was wrought both on the coast and inland when sadly lives were lost.  
The coast is ever changing, eroding in some places and building in others, the sand 
banks and shingle bars are constantly shifting. You will be aware of this matter as 
many have spoken of it at the IS Hearings. 
  
I am not a technical person but I know what I see with my own eyes, which is that 
interference with the natural ebb and flow of the tides imposed by physical structures 
has the most deleterious affect on the coastal strip the sea bed and the sand and 
shingle bars. 
 
Therefore in these days of Climate change and the threat of sea level rise I believe 
there must be a duty of care to ensure all is being done which can be done to prevent 
unnecessary risk to the coastal processes which may cause flooding and in turn   
adversely affect peoples lives, property and farm land over a very wide area.  
 
As Leiston sewage works depends on discharging into the sea via the Leiston River 
and Minsmere sluice one can only consider the consequences of inundation by sea or 
fluvial flooding on Sizewell Marshes. The small hamlet of Eastbridge has no mains  
drainage and relies on the marsh drainage system to serve the weepers from the  septic 
tanks. If the marshes are flooded it is obvious the systems will be disabled.    
 
Coastal Thorpeness is just a few kilometres away from Sizewell and is already 
suffering from loss of cliff and houses are threatened. I enclose copies of their appeal 
for funding to enable them to defend their village.   
I also send a few my personal pictures of the coastal strip and the damage the sea 
inflicts.   
 
My three major concerns are  
a) Considering the 50 years of operation of SZC the Bridge / Culvert proposed for 
SZCs Access road may impair the flow of water from Leiston River to Minsmere 
sluice which in turn could affect Leiston Sewage Works particularly in times of flood. 
If another access to the SZC site is not forthcoming the Application should have a 
recommendation for refusal. 
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b) Given the predictions of climate change and sea level rise and the need to defend 
the site for 100s of years I firmly believe the applicants’ proposal for building a sea 
defence wall of such a great height and bulk to protect the proposed SZC so close to 
the unpredictable North Sea is unacceptable.  In defending the applicants’ proposed 
site no considerations are given for the implications for the undefended coast north or 
south of the site. The experience further up the coast at Bawdsey near Felixstowe 
indicates what happens when hard sea defences are put in place, the sea just swallows 
up land further up the coast.  
I have no doubt that in engineering terms any SZC could be defended, but at what 
cost to the remainder of the East Coast.   
 
c)  The applicant for SZC has not in my opinion conducted a comprehensive 
geomorphologic study of the East Suffolk Coast from Southwold to Aldeburgh. To 
take in the inlet and outlet cooling water pipes, the two jetties, and if considered 
appropriate  the desalination plant intake and discharge area. It is essential to consider 
the recent situation at Thorpeness which  indicate  a study of all the predictions of the 
impacts the applicants’ plans will have over the next 50 years.  Shingle bars and sand 
bank give some protection but a wider study is needed to prevent any unforeseen 
issues.  Given sea level rise and unpredictable occurrences in the oceans and weather 
patterns, combined with the major disturbance expected from SZC to the sea bed, the 
coastal frontage and the massive flows of water for the plants cooling system. I 
consider it imperative to undertake such a study to gain a full understanding of the 
dynamics of the sea and coast, to ensure all is being done that can be done to protect 
that stretch of sea and coastline, not just to protect SZC, but for all those who have an 
interest in the area. 
  
Finally considering the long period of time SZC will be in existence and if given 
consent all the above must be considered as  a Duty of Care to both the present and 
future residents of East Suffolk and it is essential that these studies are carried out 
before any decision is recommended to the Secretary of State. 
 
Yours Sincerely 
Joan Girling  
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